THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS
and stop the transfer to us of the huge supplies of war
material of all kinds, and especially aircraft^ which
are being amassed in America, her doom is sealed.
She will be battered to death by sheer weight of
metal if that process, that transfer proceed. So, by
assaults from the air upon our centres of production
in this country, and from the air and from below the
surface of the sea upon the shipping which brings us
the American armaments, she has been seeking to
halt the movement which bodes death to her if it
continues. The U-boat campaign is as definitely a
part of the Battle of Britain as is the air attack upon
our cities. It is indeed the greatest of the dangers
with which we are confronted. Its success would
mean far more than the interruption of the flow of
American munitions. It would mean absolute dis-
aster for us as a nation. For us, too, the cry would be:
eWhat of the ships, O Carthage! Carthage; what of
the ships?9 Our survival depends on the safety of the
maritime traffic which it is Hitler's plan to inter-
rupt. To defeat the submarine is for us the most im-
portant task of all. Defence against the air attack is,
in comparison, of secondary moment.
A Decisive Battle in the Air
Meanwhile the air battle rages. It is a battle which
is a series of battles, a protracted encounter seg-
mented and split up into a number of individual en-
gagements and marked by stages which it is not easy
to distinguish. Already it has begun to take its place
among the great battles of history. In the last two
months, said Mr. Amery, the' Secretary of State for
14